
Minutes 
Nottingham Selectmen’s Meeting 

February 1, 2016 
 

Approved as Amended 2/15/2016 1 

6:30 PM Chair Bonser opened the meeting and asked all those present to stand for the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
Members Present: Mary Bonser, Donna Danis, Mark Carpenter 
Others: Town Administrator Chris Sterndale, Secretary Dawn Calley-Murdough, Anthony 
Dumas 
MANIFEST SIGNATURE: 
Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to approve the January 18, 2016 and February 
1, 2016 accounts payable and January 19, 2016 and February 2, 2016 payroll manifests. 
Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 
OUTSTANDING MINUTES: Approval of minutes was postponed to the next meeting. 
SELECTMEN BOARD/COMMITTEE/LIASON REPORTS: 
MPEC: Ms. Danis reported the committee would meet to review a plan to move forward with 
the phases.  Ms. Danis would provide a 15 minute presentation regarding Marston at Town 
Meeting and will work with Ms. Horvath to update the public presentation board (town office 
wall) to show the plans.   
Budget Committee: The prior meeting reviewed the town final budget.  The next meeting would 
be on February 4th for the Town Budget Public Hearing. 
Planning Board: Ms. Danis stated it has been a while since the board met, and the last meeting 
reviewed on going cases for a lot line adjustment and final discussion on the 2016 warrant 
articles for Zoning Ordinance changes. 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR/DEPARTMENT REPORTS, MAIL & SIGN ITEMS: 
Highway/Planning: The pre-road construction meeting was held today and road construction for 
the Maple Ridge road construction will start this week and end sometime in June 2016.  There 
will be noticeable truck traffic on Mill Pond, Case Road, and Oak Ridge Road.  There will be 
some blasting, but minimal other impacts are expected. 
Recreation: Ms. Horvath had submitted her resignation and will be with the Town for another 
10 days.  There will be a goodbye party on Thursday, February 11th from 5 pm to 11 pm and 
anyone is welcome to attend. 
Town Report: The Selectmen need to establish a dedication as soon as possible. 
Town Candidates: The Town Clerk posted the 2016 list of persons who signed up to run for 
vacant Town positions.  The list is available on the town website and posted in multiple areas 
around town, including the post office, town offices, and on channel 22. 
Petition Warrant Article: The Selectmen received a petition warrant article to increase the 
number of Selectmen from three to five members.  This article will appear on the Tuesday 
election ballot on March 8th.  The Selectmen are required to hold a public hearing to take 
comment.   
After discussion the Selectmen agreed to hold the public hearing soon.   
Election Duties: The Selectmen are required to attend the voter testing machine on Tuesday, 
February 2nd at 7:00 pm.  The Selectmen were also scheduled to meet with the Moderator at 6:30 
pm the same day, but that meeting is no longer needed. 
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The Presidential Primary Election will take place on Tuesday, February 9th from 8:00 am to 7:00 
pm.  Citizens should be aware of a change in the method of entrances, as people will now enter 
through a back door. 
Police: The new officer John Diegnan started work for the department as a full time officer.  
Town Administrator Performance Review:  Mr. Carpenter asked the Selectmen to schedule 
meetings to complete the performance evaluation of the Town Administrator.   
APPOINTMENTS: None.  
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Bond Counsel Engagement: Mr. Sterndale reviewed the information received from the Bond 
Counsel to receive the bond for the new Fire Department Quint, if it is approved at Town 
Meeting.  This town will need to provide documents and needed signature/acceptance page.   
Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter that the Board of Selectmen authorizes the 
Town Administrator to engage Devine Millimet for bond counsel services, as outlined in the 
letter dated January 25, 2016. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Warrant Articles: The Selectmen reviewed and voted their recommendation for the 2016 
warrant articles.  Articles #1 through #5 were the ballot items of election of town officials, 
zoning ordinance changes, and the change the Board of Selectmen from three to five members. 

Mr. Sterndale stated Article #6, for the Quint, was changed, as the first bond payment of 
$85,000.00 will be required in 2017, which reduced the amount of the proposed tax impact.  The 
Quint will need a 2/3 vote at Town Meeting on Saturday, March 12, 2016.  This change includes 
increasing the amount of money proposed for the 2016 warrant articles for the Fire Vehicle 
Capital Reserve Fund from $15,000.00 to $100,000.00 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend Article #6 to see if the 
municipality will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $750,000.00 (Seven Hundred Fifty 
Thousand Dollars) for the purchase and equipping of a new “quint” fire truck, and to authorize 
the issuance of not more than $425,000.00 (Four Hundred Twenty Five Thousand Dollars) of 
bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to 
authorize the municipal officials to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the 
rate of interest thereon.  Furthermore, to authorize the withdrawal of $325,000.00 (Three 
Hundred Twenty Five Thousand Dollars) from the Fire and Rescue Vehicle Capital Reserve 
Fund created for this purpose.  Two thirds (2/3) Ballot Vote Required.  The estimated tax 
impact is $0.143 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked about the listing of a tax impact, when technically it won’t be an impact for 
2016.  It was explained the town has the requirement to list the tax impact as if the bond amount 
would be repaid all in one year.  However, the town will repay the bond amount over several 
years, starting in 2017, and that payment amount will be listed in the town operating budget. 

The Selectmen requested Mr. Sterndale review the changes in tax impact during his presentation 
during Town Meeting. 

Chair Bonser called the motion vote.   
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Vote: 3 – 0 in favor 

Motion: by Mr. Carpenter, second by Ms. Danis to recommend Article #7 to see if the Town will 
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,638,862.00 (Three Million Six Hundred Thirty Eight 
Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Two Dollars) for the 2016 Operating Budget.  This article does 
not include appropriations voted in other special or individual warrant articles addressed in this 
warrant.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $3.613 per $1,000 of property 
valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Mr. Sterndale stated he reviewed the two Marston Farm warrant articles with the Town Attorney, 
and it was determined the best method for this process is not to use an expendable trust fund and 
use a non-lapsing appropriation.  This provides a method that is easier to document and process. 

Motion: by Chair Bonser, second by to recommend Article #8 to see if the Town will vote to 
raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 (one hundred thousand dollars) for the purpose of 
developing recreational facilities, including but not limited to ballfields and trails at the Marston 
Farm, said funds to be withdrawn from the existing Recreation Revolving Fund; and, to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept gifts, grants, and donations for that 
purpose, which shall be accounted for separately, as required by law. This will be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or by December 
31, 2020, whichever is sooner. Majority vote required.  There is no tax impact for this 
appropriation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend ARTICLE #9: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 (one hundred thousand dollars) 
for the purpose of developing recreational facilities, including but not limited to ballfields and 
trails at the Marston Farm, said funds to be raised through taxation. This will be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or by December 
31, 2020, whichever is sooner. The estimated tax impact is $0.16 per $1,000 of property 
valuation. 

Vote: 2 in favor.  Mr. Carpenter opposed. 

Motion: by Mr. Carpenter, second by Ms. Danis to recommend ARTICLE #10: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 (One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars) to be added to the Fire Department Vehicle Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of 
purchasing Fire/Rescue vehicles. Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.16 
per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor.   

Motion: by Chair Bonser, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend ARTICLE #11: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand 
Dollars) for engineering, design and highway construction and reconstruction on Gebig Road, 
Ledge Farm Road, Deerfield Road or other roads in Nottingham if a priority arises.  This is a 
non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the work is complete or not 
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later than one year after the end of fiscal year 2016, whichever occurs earlier.  Majority Vote 
Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.336 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend ARTICLE #12: To see if the 
town will vote to establish a contingency fund for the current year for unanticipated expenses, 
pursuant to RSA 31:98-a, and related to employee retirements and terminations that may arise, 
and further to raise and appropriate $20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars) to go into the fund.  
This sum to come from fund balance and no amount to be raised from taxation.  Any 
appropriation left in the fund at the end of the year will lapse to the general fund.  Majority Vote 
Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.000 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked why there wasn’t a tax impact.  It was stated the funds will come from the 
general fund/fund balance if needed. 

Chair Bonser called the motion vote. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Chair Bonser, second by Ms. Danis to recommend ARTICLE #13: To see if the 
Town will vote to establish an expendable trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a to be 
known as the Invasive Species Prevention and Eradication Removal Fund for the purpose of 
protecting Nottingham lakes and ponds.  Furthermore, to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$10,000.00 (ten thousand dollars) to be placed in this fund, with this amount to come from 
taxation; further to name the Selectmen as agents to expend from the fund.  Majority vote 
required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.016 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked if Ms. Danis should vote on this warrant article.  Chair Bonser stated all the 
Selectmen lived on or near a water body and wasn’t a conflict of interest.  Ms. Danis explained 
the change in procedures to give the Board of Selectmen the authority and more flexibility to 
determine how much money they wanted to contribute to boat inspections, in addition to setting 
aside additional funds to help if an invasive species needs to be cleaned from any lakes in 
Nottingham.  The agreement for 2016 was to contribute $8,000.00 towards boat inspections and 
$2,000.00 to remain in the fund.   

Chair Bonser called the motion vote. 

Vote: 2 in favor.  Mr. Carpenter abstained. 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Chair Bonser to recommend ARTICLE #14: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $75,000.00 (Seventy Five Thousand Dollars) 
to be added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously established for the purpose 
of purchasing trucks for the Highway Department.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax 
impact is $0.126 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked if the amount was enough to save for future purchase.  Mr. Sterndale stated 
it was enough, based on the other changes the CIP committee and Selectmen made to future 
highway proposed purchases. 

Chair Bonser called the motion vote. 
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Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Chair Bonser, second by Ms. Danis to recommend ARTICLE #15: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum $25,000.00 (Twenty Five Thousand Dollars) to 
be added to the previously established Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of performing a 
statutory revaluation of property every five years.  The next revaluation will take place in 2020.  
Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.042 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Mr. Carpenter, second by Ms. Danis to recommend ARTICLE #16: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,100.00 (Twenty Two Thousand One 
Hundred Dollars) for the purpose of purchasing the necessary fuel, supplies, equipment, and 
maintenance to run the ambulance and billing services for 2016; and to authorize the withdrawal 
of $22,100.00 (Twenty Two Thousand One Hundred Dollars) from the Ambulance and 
Equipment Replacement Special Revenue Fund created for this purpose.   Majority vote 
required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.00 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend ARTICLE #17: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 (Five Thousand Dollars) to be 
added to the Non-Capital Reserve Fund previously established for the purpose of funding the 
Tri-Centennial Fund for the celebration of the Town of Nottingham’s 300th Birthday to take 
place in the year 2022.  Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.008 per $1,000 
of property valuation. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

Motion: by Chair Bonser, second by Mr. Carpenter to recommend ARTICLE #18: To see if the 
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 (Five  Thousand Dollars) to be 
added to the Expendable Trust Fund previously established for the purpose of maintenance, 
repair or replacement of Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning (HVAC), Electrical, Plumbing 
or other major systems in Town buildings or facilities and appoint the Selectmen as agents to 
expend from the fund.  Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.008 per $1,000 
of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked for the current balance in the account, the current condition of the boiler and 
the estimated replacement cost.  Mr. Sterndale responded there is $9,000.00 in the account; the 
2016 will make it $14,000.00.  The boiler received a positive review during the 2015 cleaning, 
although the town has had recent issues with the air handlers, and the estimated replacement cost 
is $20,000.00. Mr. Sterndale feels the amount is acceptable and the new maintenance plan helps 
keep it operating. 

Chair Bonser called the motion vote. 

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 



Minutes 
Nottingham Selectmen’s Meeting 

February 1, 2016 
 

Approved as Amended 2/15/2016 6 

Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by * to recommend ARTICLE #19:  To see if the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate the sum of $26,575.00 (Twenty Six Thousand Five Hundred Seventy 
Five Dollars) in support of the following Social Service Agencies: 

AGENCY AMOUNT 
AIDS Response Seacoast $575.00 
American Red Cross Great Bay Chapter $500.00 
Area HomeCare & Family Services, Inc. $1,100.00 
CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates $500.00 
Child Advocacy Center $1,750.00 
Child and Family Services $1,000.00 
Cornerstone VNA $2,400.00 
Friends Program RSVP $100.00 
Haven (A Safe Place & merge w/ SASS) $1,450.00 
Lamprey Health Care $4,500.00 
Ready Rides $1,500.00 
Richie McFarland Children's Center $2,700.00 
Rockingham County Community Action Program $5,500.00 
Rockingham Nutrition & Meals on Wheels $1,400.00 
Seacoast Family Promise $100.00 
Seacoast Mental Health $1,000.00 
Victims Inc. $500.00 

GRAND TOTAL $26,575.00 
 

Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $.0045 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Mr. Carpenter asked about the donation of the Ready Rides program and if it should continue.  
Chair Bonser stated the request was presented based on a one year donation for funds and the 
agency seeking outside funds for future years. 

After discussion the Selectmen agreed they all supported the request for funds and believed the 
service to be valuable but asked to have an accounting of how Ready Rides is seeking additional 
donations for operation, beyond what they seek from the town. 

Chair Bonser called the motion vote.   

Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 

January 25, 2016 Meeting: Chair Bonser submitted email correspondence between the 
Selectmen that took place regarding the cancellation and rescheduling of the January 25, 2016 
meeting; a copy of the emails would be attached to the official meeting. 

Budget Committee:  Ms. Danis asked if Chair Bonser would be available to sit for her on the 
February 4th meeting.  Chair Bonser stated she was unable and did not see that it would be a 
problem.   

Gile Road Petition:  Mr. Carpenter asked if a written response had been sent to Mr. Robinson 
regarding his petition to pave Gile Road. 
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Mr. Sterndale responded he had a conversation with Mr. Robinson about the Selectmen decision 
and offered to send him a follow up letter, but was told it was not necessary.  However, he would 
if the Selectmen wanted one. 

Mr. Sterndale reported it could be possible to include paving the corner portion of Gile Road, 
depending on the cost of road construction materials in 2016.  However, it isn’t too late to 
modify the budget if the Selectmen want to include any additional funds. 

Mr Carpenter explained there are several town owned dirt roads that egress onto the main state 
roads in town and that it is a safety issue to exit the state road onto the dirt roads due to relative 
safe speeds of traffic.  Mr Carpenter requested the BOS review these issues in context of all town 
owned roads and whether an apron for safe ingress/egress should be installed 

Next Meeting: The Selectmen requested a copy of a blank employee performance evaluation 
form and scheduled a meeting on Wednesday, February 17th at 8:30 am to work on the draft 
evaluation. 

Ms. Danis reported she would not be available for the February 22nd meeting and if anything of 
significant importance would be held off until the next meeting. 

BOS Report for Town Report: Mr. Carpenter supported the report written by Chair Bonser.  
Chair Bonser requested any additional comments soon. 

Ms. Danis expressed concern about a comment about direction and actions being taken by future 
board; the current board can’t commit future boards to taking specific action. 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, 
7:40 PM Motion: by Ms. Danis, second by Mr. Carpenter to adjourn. 
Vote: 3 – 0 in favor. 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Dawn Calley-Murdough 
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