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Located in the heart of Nottingham, the 2,036-acre Mulligan Forest is the largest unprotected 
privately-owned woodland in Rockingham County. Owned by the Fernald family, the property 
includes a well-managed working forest, six miles of frontage along the Bean and North Rivers, 
and five miles of woods roads and trails. The Town of Nottingham now has the opportunity to 
guarantee that Mulligan Forest’s woods, water, wildlife and recreational opportunities are 
protected forever. 

The Town is working with the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests to purchase 
a conservation easement over the entire property that would permanently protect the land from 
development, preserve its water resources, and guarantee public pedestrian access. The land 
would continue to be privately-owned and managed, and would continue to pay property and 
timber taxes. The Forest Society would hold and monitor the easement, ensuring its permanent 
protection and public access. 

A Working Forest  

Mulligan Forest has been owned and managed by the Fernald family for more than a century. 
Since 1985, the property has provided a source of wood for the adjacent Fernald Lumber 
Company, a high quality retail and wholesale lumber business owned by Jim and Linda Fernald. 
The Company’s “No Waste” philosophy reflects the family’s long commitment to good forest 
stewardship by committing that all parts of a log are fully used, from sawdust to bark to plank.  

By offering to place Mulligan Forest under conservation easement, the family is ensuring that the 
land continues to produce local wood and local jobs for generations to come, and will never be 



subdivided or developed. Together, the Fernald siblings have generously agreed to sell these 
development rights at significantly less than fair-market value.  

Water and Wildlife 

Mulligan Forest sits amid one of southeastern New Hampshire’s last undeveloped watersheds. 
The land includes six miles of frontage on the North and Bean Rivers, which drain to the 
Lamprey River and Great Bay, and it sits over an aquifer that contributes to the Nottingham 
School’s drinking water supply. The proposed conservation easement would permanently protect 
the property’s water resources from commercial use, while allowing for a possible future 
municipal supply for Nottingham residents. 

The land’s sheer size and diversity, from wetlands to forested uplands, supports a rich variety of 
wildlife – including wide-ranging species like bear, bobcat and moose, whose habitat is rapidly 
disappearing in southeast New Hampshire. The land also has viable habitat for Blanding’s turtle, 
a state threatened species that is a high priority for conservation under the New Hampshire 
Wildlife Action Plan.  

Public Recreation 

Mulligan Forest offers more than five miles of woods roads and trails for public recreation. 
Under the conservation easement, public pedestrian access for hiking, hunting, cross-county 
skiing, snowshoeing, and fishing will be guaranteed.  

The Mulligan Forest property is a top priority for protection in the Nottingham Conservation 
Commission’s Four Generals Greenway, and the regional conservation plan developed by Bear-
Paw Regional Greenways.  

Mulligan Forest forms a link between Pawtuckaway State Park and NH Fish & Game’s 
Lamontagne Wildlife Management Area. Its protection will therefore create a 4,000-acre 
protected landscape in the heart of the state’s fastest growing region. 

A Public-Private Collaboration 

The Mulligan Forest Project will cost a total of $1.4 million, including the price of the easement, 
project costs, and a stewardship endowment. On March 18th, Nottingham voters will be asked to 
vote on an $850,000 bond to help support the cost of the easement. The Forest Society will seek 
to raise the balance from the state’s Land and Community Heritage Investment Program 
(LCHIP), and private contributions.  

We need your help! What can you do? 

• Please vote in support of the Mulligan Forest bond measure at Town Meeting, and ask 
your neighbors to do the same! The bond is unanimously supported by the Nottingham 
Board of Selectmen, Budget Committee, Conservation Commission, Planning Board and 
Capital Improvement Program Committee. 



• Make a private contribution to the Mulligan Forest Campaign. To complete the project, 
the Forest Society must raise at least $500,000 from private individuals, foundations and 
corporations. 

Need more Information? Call Tom Howe or Chris Wells at the Forest Society, 224-994 
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