
The Royal charter is obtained May 10, 1722 as follows: 

 

GEORGE, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France and 

Ireland  

 King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

To all People To whom these presents shall come, Greeting: Know ye 

that we, of our Special Knowledge and mere motion for the Due 

incouragement of Setling a New Plantation, by and with the Advice 

and Consent of our Council, have given and granted, and by these 

presents, as far as in us lies, Do give and grant, in Equal Shares unto 

sundry of our beloved Subjects whose names are entered in a Schedule 

hereunto annexed, that Inhabit or shall Inhabit within the Said 

Grant, Within our Province of New Hampshire, all that tract of 

Land within the following bounds (viz.): To begin at Dover Westely 

Corner bounds, Running along Exeter Northerly line, West and by 

North Two miles, Then along Exeter headline South-West half a 

point, more Southerly one mile and three-quarters, and from thence 

upon a West northwest point of the Compass Tenn miles into the 

Country.  Then to begin again at the aforesaid Dover Westly corner 

bounds and run North-East half a poynt more Eastely four miles and 

a quarter along Dover headline, then upon a Northwest poynt half a 

poynt more Northely Thirteen miles into the Country, and from 

that Bounds upon a Streight line to the end of the aforesaid Tenn 

mile line.  And that the Same be a Town corporate by the name of 

Notingham, to the persons aforesaid for ever, To Have and To Hold 

the Said Land to the Said Grantees and their heirs and assignes 



forever, and to Such associates as they shall admit, upon the 

following Conditions:-- 

1st.  That every proprietor build a dwelling-house within three years 

and settle a Family therein; and break up Three acres of Ground, and 

plant and Sow the Same, within four Years; and pay his proportion of 

the Town Charge when and so often as occasion Shall Require the 

Same. 

2ly.  That a meeting house be built for the public worship of God 

within the sd  terme of four years. 

3ly.  That, upon default of any particular proprietor in Complying 

with the Conditions of this Charter upon his part, such delinquent 

proprietor shall forfeit his Share to ye other Proprietors, which 

shall be disposed of according to the major vote of the said company 

at a Legal meeting.   

4th.  That a Proprietor’s Share be reserved for a parsonage, another 

for the First minister of the Gospel, another for the benefit of a 

School, Provided nevertheless that the Peace within the Indians 

continue during the aforesd Term of Three years.  But, if it should so 

happen That a War with the Indians should commence before the 

expiration of the aforesaid Term of Three years, the said Term of 

Three years shall be allowed for the Proprietors after the 

Expiration of the war for the performance of the aforesd Conditions.  

Rendering and paying therefore to us our heirs and Successors or 

such other officer or officers as shall be appointed to receive the 

same, the Annual Quit Rent or acknowledgement of One Ear of 

Indian Corn in the Said Town on the twentyeth day of December 

yearly forever.  Reserving also unto us our heirs and successors all 



masts trees growing on the said Tract of Land according to the acts 

of Parliament in that case made and provided.  And, for the better 

order, Rule, and Government of the Said Town, We do by these 

presents for ourselves, our heirs, and Successors, Grant unto the 

Said men and Inhabitants or those that shall inhabit the Said Town, 

that yearly and every year upon the last Tuesday of the Month of 

March for ever shall meet to elect and Chuse by the major part of 

them Constables, Selectmen and other Town officers according to 

the Laws and Usage of our aforesd  Province for the year ensuing, 

with power and privileges and authorities as other Towns and Town 

officers within our aforesd Province have and Enjoy.  In Testimony 

whereof We have caused the Seal of Our Said Province to be 

hereunto annexed.    Witness Samuel Shute, Esqr, our Governour and 

Commander- in-chief of Our Said Province at our Town of 

Portsmouth, the Tenth day of May ’in the Eighth year of our 

Reigne Anno Dominii, 1722. 

 

By His Excellency’s Comd     SAML SHUTE.   

  With advice of ye Council. 

  R. W. Clk Cout. 

 

 

 


