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Did you Know??
This newsletter is also available as a pdf file
on the Town of NottinghamWebsite.
It is in COLOR and has active links!

(It is often available online as much as a
week or two before the printed copy.

To download it go to:
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/about-

nottingham/pages/newsletter
(Scroll down and click on the date of the newsletter

that you want to download.)

NottinghamMemories
submitted by the Nottingham Historical Society

This story was sent to the Nottingham Historical Soci-
ety from longtime resident Carol Codding. She has
graciously been sharing her memories with the Soci-
ety. If you have some memories of Nottingham’s past
that you would like to write down, please send them
to nottinghamhistoricalsociety @gmail.com or PO Box
241, Nottingham NH.

Wish I Had a Hat
by Carolyn Codding

We moved to Nottingham in 1973 and at that time,
with the exception of State Route 152 and State Route
156, most of the town roads were still unpaved. It sur-
prised us to frequently see a spidery little woman bob-
bing briskly along the edge of those dirt roads.

We soon learned her name was Ethel Dame, and she
lived alone on Gile Road in a farmhouse that was built
in the 1700’s. She often walked three miles to Liar’s
Paradise, Nottingham’s local convenience store. At
first we didn’t realize she was in her late 80’s.

Ethel was well known to the Nottingham residents for
her colorful outfits. She was a butterfly or a tropical
bird. In her world, every day was Easter Sunday. For
a walk into town, she dolled up suitable for an excur-
sion to Boston aboard the train, first
class.

The Fire Department Auxiliary, of
which I was a member, had a yearly rummage sale. Set
up time was Friday evening in the Grange Hall. We
giggled as we displayed and sometimes tried on the
items we knew Ethel would buy. The sale was one of
Ethel’s few shopping trips, and she took advantage of
it to enhance her collection of finery.

Ethel always arrived at the sale before the doors
opened. We let her in, offered her a ride home, and

specified which boxes she was welcome to use for her
purchases.

Women’s hats had become less fashionable due to
bouffant and Afro hairstyles. Therefore, we could plan
on a generous supply of hats for our sale.

Ethel immediately swooped to the hat table. She fa-
vored colorful wide brimmed hats adorned with flow-

ers, trimmed with ribbons, and
edged with a veil. In her opinion,
these were the hats suitable for
walking the unpaved roads in the
village of Nottingham.

Ethel died in March of 1983 at the
age of 97. Her Gile Road home was still filled with her
cherished collection.

A short time later, on a Saturday morning in late
spring, the house was opened, and the contents were
sold. I was sorry to miss that sale. Some of my friends
who attended it were lucky enough to buy one of
Ethel’s hats. If I had one of her hats, I would honor
Ethel’s memory by wearing it to Liar’s Paradise store,
Blaisdell Memorial Library, Bascom’s Farm Stand, and
the Historical Society blueberry pancake breakfast.

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/about-nottingham/pages/newsletter
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/about-nottingham/pages/newsletter
mailto:
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Nottingham Community Church, Unitarian-
Universalist

We are a welcoming community to people of all faiths
and creeds. We have resumed weekly in-person
services at our historic church building located at 106
Church St. on Sundays at 10:00 AM, with COVID-19
safety protocols in place. We will continue to provide
live streaming of services on Facebook Live
@nottinghamcommunitychurch led by Interfaith
Minister Craig Werth. Our monthly coffeehouse/
open mic night is online on the third Thursdays of
every month at 7 pm. Please see our website at
www.nottinghamuu.com for more information and
updates or email Craig Werth at
revcraigwerth@gmail.com for pastoral care. We look
forward to celebrating Nottingham's 300th
anniversary with the community in 2022!

Nottingham Republican Committee

The Nottingham NH Republican Committee has been
hard at work. In September, we sponsored a table at
the Nottingham Recreation Department’s Earth Fest.
As part of our sponsorship, we had a dunk tank, sold

flags to commemorate 9/11 and
held an apple pie bake-off
where community members
dropped off their best apple pie
recipe. The town Chief of
Police, Fawn Woodman and her
team of police officers happily

agreed to be the judges. The winner of the best apple
recipe went to Valli’s Apple Pie! Enjoy your $25 Liar’s
gift certificate. Our dunk tank was a huge hit. For
most of the day, our own Board of Selectmen Ben
Bartlett took one for the team by being dunked. Ben
and Alex Rowley were real troopers getting dunked.

We got a great response with our flag sale and raised
over $300.00, money that will go directly to our High
School Scholarship Fund. We thank all the people who

stopped by our booth that day and made it such a
fun and successful day.

As we head into November, we look forward to
celebrating Thanksgiving with our families and
friends. Look for our float in this year's Christmas
Parade. Our next meeting will be November 11 at
the community center Conference Room 1 at 7 pm.
The December 9th meeting will be a Christmas
Potluck Dinner. Come and meet your friends and
neighbors, talk politics, and get to know each other
as well as work together to improve our community.
Time and place to be determined. Contact Pat
Desrosiers at: memedesrosiers@gmail.com for
details.

Hope to see you there!

New Hope Church

New Hope Church is open for worship every Sunday
at 10:30. Prayer times are 9:00 am Sunday mornings
before the service. We have Women Bible Studies on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. Men's Study is also on
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at the church. There is a Women's
Bible Study in Strafford also.

On Saturday November 13th there will be a
Storytelling workshop. If you want to better share
your salvation story as the Apostle Paul did in Acts
chapter 26. Come and join us as we tell our story to
each other and be better story tellers.

A Candlelight Service will be held at 7:00 pm on
Christmas Eve. Consider our Savior's birth and the
reasons he came to earth. For information on New
Hope's services, you can email Pat Desrosiers
at memedesrosiers@gmail.com
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Nottingham Community Newsletter

• John Bartsch •Kathy Cinfo • Mark Peters
• Charlotte Fyfe •Mary Crockett

• Marie Slozak • Amy Mueller-Campbell

The Nottingham Community Newsletter is a community
service and is published bi-monthly and mailed to every
Nottingham resident. The deadline for submitting ads and
articles for the January/February 2022 newsletter is December
1, 2021. Advertising size is 3.5 inches by 2 inches. Ads are $20
for Nottingham residents and $35 for nonresidents.

Submit news articles (word document) & ads (jpg format at
300dpi) via e-mail to adnottinghamnews@gmail.com.

The newsletter is underwritten in part by North River Printing
of Nottingham.

The publication of this newsletter is a public service for informational
purposes only. The Board of Selectmen is not responsible for, nor do
they endorse any articles or opinions stated in this publication.

~ Submitted by the Board of Selectmen

Nottingham Democrats
Submitted by the Nottingham Democratic Committee

Our Plant Sale was a great success during this
September’s Earth Fest, the annual event put on by the
Nottingham Recreation Department. The Nottingham
Democrats Booth was
among many other
local organizations,
earth friendly vendors,
entertainers, and food
trucks that lined the
field on the Town
Office/ Community
Center grounds.
Thanks to donations from many friends and avid
gardeners, we had a variety of herbs, perennials, and
gorgeous mums—which sold out quickly. We chatted
with many Nottingham families who stopped by, and
conducted an informal poll: “What are the issue(s) and
challenges New Hampshire faces that are most important to
you?”We got lots of thought provoking responses, but
overwhelmingly responders mentioned “climate
change”, and “protecting our environment and natural
resources” as areas of great concern!

Our committee continues to support fair-minded,
responsible candidates for state and local office –
people who treat all community members with respect
and are dedicated to working together for positive
change. Are you such a person? If so, contact us for
support, advice and descriptions of various elected
offices coming up for vote in 2022!

Interested in seeing that Nottingham finally gets its
own State Representative? Our population has
surpassed the minimum number of residents required
to have our own direct representation – join us to help
make it happen!

And as state voting maps are being redrawn right now,
let’s advocate for fair, impartial, nonpartisan
redistricting to avoid the practice of gerrymandering
today, and in the future. Questions? Need more
information? Email us at: hwr-nottdems@comcast.net

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month
– either by remote Zoom link, or in person at the Blaisdell
Memorial Library. We are a welcoming group and invite
you to get involved at whatever level you are comfortable
with.

Follow us on Facebook @NottinghamNHDemocrats for
news, speakers, activities, meeting times and links.

mailto:adnottinghamnews@gmail.com
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The Nottingham School Board

The Nottingham School Board would like to take a
moment to reflect upon the last year and send
heartfelt thanks to all. We began last year with an in-
person hybrid model then were able to transition to
nearly full-time, in-person learning later in the fall,
while still offering quality full time remote learning
throughout the entire school year for the many that
chose that option. We were able to accomplish this due
to the hard work and commitment of our staff, and we
offer many thanks. We are also so proud
of our dedicated learners for taking all
the mitigation strategies in stride and
remaining resilient through the many
unknowns and transitions the year
brought. Thank you to families and
community members for supporting our
students, for your increased engagement
with the board, and your patience as we
navigated uncertain times.

We began the 2021/2022 school year with full-time,
in-person learning and a more traditional schedule.
With a continued positive attitude and optimistic
outlook, this year we will strive to tackle any
unfinished learning and address social emotional
wellbeing, all while continuing to prioritize the health
and safety of our students, staff, and community. As
recommended, we have implemented a layered
approach to mitigation strategies such as improved air
quality with full use of our I-wave ionization air
purifier, social distancing to the greatest extent
possible, and increased attention to hygiene such as
hand washing. We ask that families remain vigilant in
their home screenings and keep students home when
feeling sick. Administration has developed a Covid-19
database available to view on the Nottingham School
website and will continue to monitor the impact of the
Covid-19 on our community and make

recommendations to the board for adjustments as
needed.

In other School Board business, committees have been
meeting to further the goals and priorities established
by the board. The Transition committee is made up of
members of the school board and town budget
committee, as well as community members,
administrators, and staff. This group has started the
task of developing a project plan and timeline for the
implementation of our own independent School

Administrative Unit, as we transition the
Nottingham School District out of SAU
#44.

The Facilities Committee will continue its
work discussing matters related to space
allocation and utilization. The committee
has been charged with preparing reports
regarding the space issues within the

building as well as proposing solutions to the board.
The group will also assist in communicating the space
needs and any proposed building projects to the
community.

The Communications Committee has developed a
communications plan that was approved by the
board. Among other things, that plan discusses
consistent communication to the community. In
addition to the usual locations for postings, agendas
will be posted on the School Board Facebook page on
the Monday before each meeting. It is the intention of
the board to then post a few highlights from each
meeting on the following Friday along with a link to
YouTube where the full meeting can be viewed.
Follow us on Facebook at @nottinghamschoolboard.

The Nottingham School Board meets the first and
third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM in the
School Library. There is time set aside to provide
opportunity for public comment at the beginning and
end of every meeting. We welcome public attendance
and value the input we receive.
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tenneyandson@gmail.com

Community Spotlight

Submitted by Charlotte Fyfe

In this issue our Community Spotlight
shines on... Chris Sousa.

Q: What is your role in the Nottingham community?

A: I am in my 8th year as Principal of Nottingham
School, and I am proud to be linked to the community
though their children’s education.

When I started here, we were just embarking on the
journey to increase the quality of our programming.
I am delighted we have done so well, making
N o t t i n g h a m
School one of the
top schools in
our state. What I
like most about
being a principal
in a small town
is that the school
can really be a
hub for the
community. So
many clubs &
groups use our
facilities. I want
Nottingham School to be a place where all can come
and enjoy what goes on here. We work very closely
with the Town offices & Departments and are always
looking to do more.

A couple of years ago Newsweek reported on a study
about the happiest jobs in the U.S. School principal
was #1! I must agree – it is a joy, and while these past
couple of years have had their challenges, whenever I
need a lift, I go visit a first-grade classroom for a dose
of energy and kindness!

Q: What do you most enjoy about Nottingham?

A: Nottingham is a wonderful, caring town with a
great feel and sense of community. I live next door, in
Epping, and when the Nottingham position opened
my wife felt it would be a great fit for me. Like most
things, she was right. I love that I live in the area and
see our students and families out in public, stopping
to say hello and chat about things other than
education.

If I had to pin down the one thing I like best about
Nottingham, it would simply be its people.
Regardless of what your views are, for most of my
time here I have been treated with kindness and
respect – whether I am stopping at Liars for coffee,
fishing on Pawtuckaway or watching a softball game
at the Town center, Nottingham’s kindness has always
shone through.

Q: What would we find you doing in your free time?

A: Most of my free time is spent with my family: my
wife Colleen, who is an artist and art teacher and my
kids, Olivia, 16 and Tiernan (TJ), 14. We don’t travel
much, but we spend most of our free time camping,
boating, fishing, and hanging out at home. We enjoy
Friday family movie nights and playing board games
and cards. I have fun with digital photography, and I
play guitar, although I’m not exceptional at either! I
like to decompress with “wind therapy”—riding my
motorcycle – often with my wife or one of my kids.

A few years ago, we adopted a rescue pup named
Charlie, who has one eye and is diabetic. He has
grown into a wonderful member of our family who
has taught us that no matter what life throws at you,
we should always “wag more and bark less”.
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Parks and Recreation Department News

Submitted by Connor Donigian
Program Coordinator, Nottingham Parks &
Recreation
679-3435 x107 or, recreation3@nottingham-nh.gov

Recreation Office Hours: M-F 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Please make sure
to check out our
w e b s i t e ,
F a c e b o o k ,
Instagram, and
Twitter page for
all up-to-date
programming .
We consistently
have new
programs that are
added to our
page at various
times of the year,
and we can’t

always get them into this newsletter.

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/recreation-
department
Facebook: @nottinghamparksandrecreation
Instagram: @nottinghamparksandrecreation
Twitter: @ParksNottingham

Are you on our email list? Do you want updates and
new program information right to your inbox?? Just
send us an email OR visit our website and fill out the
form that is located on our homepage!

Nottingham Parks & Rec Sponsorship
Opportunities:

We are happy to announce that we are back in action!
We are hopeful that we can offer quality programming
and events that meets the needs of our community.
Visit our website if you or your business is interested
in partnering with us in 2021!

Upcoming Events and Dates:

Legacy Leader Luncheons:

• 11/17/21 and 12/15/21 for IN-person Lunch at
the Community Center, 12 pm!!

The next day (Thursday), we will drop off lunches
to those who wish to stay at home.

Please RSVP, 603-679-3435 x107

• Gift of Lights

Legacy Leader Trip** Gift of Lights: (55+)

December 9th – Meet at Town Hall at 4pm

Join the Nottingham Parks & Rec Department and
the Police Department in a holiday Van trip up to
NH Motor Speedway to check out the Gift of
Lights for the holidays. This trip will take place in
December, during the week and if you are
interested, please call the office to get more
information. We will post more details on our
website and send out a mailing to our Legacy
Leaders.
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• Yankee Swap

Yankee Swap gift limit is $5 per person. Please
bring a wrapped gift if you would like to
participate! If you are unable to join us and would
like a lunch delivered on Thursday, December
16th, please call the Recreation Department
(603)679-3435 x107 to reserve your plate!

• Holiday Luncheon

*Details may change due to Covid-19*’

Join us on December 15th at 12pm, in the
Community Center Gym (139 Stage Rd.
Nottingham, NH) to celebrate the holidays with a
catered lunch and a Yankee swap! Lunch is FREE
and will be catered by Nottingham Parks and
Recreation. If you would like to bring sides or
desserts, those are always welcome too!

100 Mile Challenge has begun! Signups still open!

Free and Paid Options.

$20 for raffle entry AND a special prize included like
last year's winter hat!

Send us a log of your miles so we can keep track!

*New* Monthly Raffle Prizes!
Go to our website and fill out our survey to be entered
to win monthly raffle prizes!
We want to reward our residents for their support and
knowledge of current programs we are running!

Co-Ed Wrestling
Begins November 2nd, registration is open!

After School Care:
Currently looking for staff- please contact the office
for more info!

D���� T������� ● B�����/O����
C���: 603-303-7044

D������������@�������.���
P���������� “L����” S���� 1960

Nottingham 300 Commemorative License
Plates
Submitted by the Nottingham 300th Committee

The Town Clerk is selling a limited edition of
Nottingham Commemorative License Plates to help
mark our tricentennial. These plates can go on the
front to of any NH licensed vehicle for the
tricentennial year (January 1, 2022, to December 31,
2022) only.

The cost of a plate is $25.00. All proceeds benefit the
Tricentennial Celebration.These plates are available at
the Town Clerk’s office as well as the Selectmen's
office.

https://
https://
https://
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Blaisdell Memorial Library
Submitted by Liz Bolton, blaisdellml@comcast.net

We are OPEN! Masks are strongly recommended. Be
aware that our mask guidelines may change if
caseloads increase in town. If you have been exposed
to COVID-19 and are quarantining, or having
symptoms such as fever, cough, chills, runny or stuffy
nose, new loss of taste or smell, or are awaiting the
results of a COVID-19 test, please wait, and visit when
you have been cleared. We can’t reiterate this
enough—help us keep the library open by visiting
when you are healthy. Curbside pick-up is available.
Call or email us and we will put items out on our
porch for pick-up during open hours.

Current Hours:

Sunday: 12 – 4 pm (closed Sundays holiday weekends)

Monday: closed

Tuesday: 10 am – 5 pm

Wednesday: 10 am – 7 pm

Thursday: 10 am – 7 pm

Friday: 10 am – 5 pm

Saturday: 10 am – 2 pm

Curbside:
All day Fridays and upon request.

Please call 679-8484 to reserve computer time if you
will be needing a computer for an extended period.

Please remember that our in-person programming
may change due to COVID-19 protocols, please
check our homepage: www.nottinghamlibrary.org,
Facebook page, or call 603-679-8484 for updates.

In-person programming has resumed in the library.
All in-person programs require pre-registration, as we
have a limited number of spaces. Children’s

programming runs in six-week sessions. Sign-ups will
start two weeks prior to the session and will close
when we have filled the program. Please call
603-679-8484 or email bmlchildrensdesk@gmail.com
with questions or to register for a session. We are
asking people to sign-up for the six-week session
while also requesting that children and adults who are
ill, quarantining, or awaiting test results to please stay
home and come again when they are well.

Children’s Programs:

Session 2: November 2 – December 17

Lapsit Storytime (ages 0 – 3) Wednesdays, 10am:
November 3, 10 & 17; December 1, 8, & 15

LEGO Club (grades K - 5) Wednesdays, 3:30pm:
November 3, 10 & 17: December 1, 8, & 15

Preschool Storytime (ages 3 – 5) Thursdays 10am:
November 4 & 18; December 2, 9, & 16

Family Storytime and Activity (K – 3rd grade)
Thursday, November 17 & December 16, 3:30pm.

Preschool Storytime (ages 3 – 5) Fridays 10am:
November 5 & 19; December 3, 10, & 17

The library is closed on Thursday, November 11 for
Veterans Day. We will not have regularly scheduled
Preschool Storytimes that week but will instead offer
an open-ended “Loose Parts Play Week” on 11/9,
11/10, and 11/12.

The library will not offer programs November 24 – 26
due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

Adult Programs:

Game ‘n Gab, November 2 & December 7, 1pm.
Join us for games, chat, & friendly competition in the
rear of the library.

Afternoon Book Group November 4 @ 1:30pm:
LaRose by Louise Erdrich
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Afternoon Book Group December 7 @1:30pm: Life
After Life by Kate Atkinson

If we have fair weather: outside on the lawn, bring a
chair. Inclement weather: inside, rear table in YA area.
Copies of the books are available at the circulation
desk in the library, call for venue – group may start
meeting via Zoom depending on weather.

Evening Book Group November 24 6:30pm: Hidden
Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American Family by
Robert Kolker.

Evening Book Group December 22 6:30pm: Daisy
Jones and the Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid.
Copies of the book are available at the library
circulation desk, please contact library for information
about in-person or Zoom meeting. We’ll be deciding
this on a month-by-month basis.

Adult Winter Ornament Pour-Painting Program,
Thursday, December 9 @6:30pm.
Join us to try your hand with pour-painting a winter
ornament. All materials supplied, library programs
are free and open to the public. Contact library via
email: bmlcirculationdesk@gmail.com or by phone:
603-679-8484 to sign up, or with questions. Program
limited to 8 attendees.

Teen/Tween/Young Adult Programs:

BYG November 17@6:30PM. Open to all students in
grades 5 – 8. Contact Mr. Bunker @ 603-679-8484 or
bmlcirculationdesk@gmail.com

BYG December 15@6:30PM. Open to all students in
grades 5 – 8. Contact Mr. Bunker @ 603-679-8484 or
bmlcirculationdesk@gmail.com

New Staff:

Blaisdell Memorial Library was happy to welcome
two new staff members during the month of October
– Julie Wojtkowski, Library Assistant – Children’s
Programming, and Ursula Stapel, Library Assistant –
Circulation, Overdues & ILL. Stop by and say hello,
we’re lucky to have them.

The staff of the
Nottingham
Newsletter
wishes all of
our readers a very happy
and joyous holiday
season!!



SAVE THE DATE
Nottingham's 300th Anniversary Celebration

will begin with a

BONFIRE
SATURDAY JANUARY 8, 2022

(Raindate January 15)

Fire starts at 5 PM at the Town Sandpit

Fire department will be collecting Christmas trees

January 3 , 4 , & 5.

Details on the town website.
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