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Deliberative Session:  April 17, 2021 at Nottingham School 

Town session will start after the Nottingham school district session ends, with a short break in between. 

Official Ballot Voting Day:  June 8, 2021 at Nottingham School 7am – 7pm 

In 2020, Nottingham Town Meeting adopted the “Official Ballot Referendum” system, also known as “SB2.”  

With this change, Town Meeting now consists of two sessions.  The first, “Deliberative Session” is similar to 

the traditional town meeting, with voters having the authority to discuss and amend warrant articles.  Final 

action is taken by ballot during the second session, when all articles are voted upon and officers are elected.  

This is the same system used by the Nottingham School District. 

In 2021, the Select Board and School Board have decided to postpone both sessions for the Town and School 

District due to health concerns related to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Safety plans and instructions to voters 

will be posted as the deliberative session approaches.   

This voter guide is provided by the Select Board.  It may be updated as necessary after the 

deliberative session. Additional information available on the town’s web site is linked in this 

document.   

Official warrant language in this text.  Background information from the Select Board in italics.   

ARTICLES #1 - #3 WILL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT JUNE 8, BUT WILL NOT BE 

DISCUSSED AT DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

Article # 1 

To choose by ballot all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. 

Article # 2 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 01 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town of 

Nottingham Zoning Ordinance as follows:  

Adopt a new ordinance to protect Nottingham streams that are not subject to the Shoreland Water Quality 

Protection Act (NH RSA 483-B) and add associated definitions to the Definition section. If approved, this 

overlay district will protect the water and ecosystem health of the Nottingham streams by establishing 

protective stream buffers. First and second order streams will receive a fifty (50) foot buffers and third order 

streams and higher will receive seventy-five (75) foot buffers. 

Recommended by the Nottingham Planning Board (7-0) 

Link to:   Detail and exact language 

Voter Guide  
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March Edition 
 

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/news/streamprotectionoverlay_2020-2021_1.pdf
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Article # 3 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 02 as proposed by the Planning Board for the town of 

Nottingham Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

Amend Article 3, Section B: Wetland Conservation Areas, to create a conditional use permit for non-critical 

wetland disturbance, create a twenty-five (25) foot no-disturb vegetative buffer around vernal pools and add 

the critical wetlands definition to the Definition section. 

Recommended by the Nottingham Planning Board (7-0) 

Link to:  Detail and exact language 

 

ARTICLES #4 - #22 WILL BE DISCUSSED AT DELIBERATIVE SESSION BEFORE 

APPEARING  ON THE BALLOT  JUNE 8 

 

Article # 4 

Shall the Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special warrant 

articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the 

warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $4,222,256  

(Four million, two hundred twenty two thousand two hundred fifty six) Should this article be defeated, the 

default budget shall be $4,139,640 (Four million one hundred thirty-nine thousand, six hundred and forty 

dollars) which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town or 

by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to 

take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.  The estimated tax impact is $2.94 per $1,000 of 

property valuation.   

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (10-1-1). 

The proposed budget represents a 1.8% increase over last year’s budget.  Services, programs and 

staffing levels remain essentially the same.  Larger changes from the prior year’s budget include: 

- Reduced election costs with no state/federal elections scheduled; 

- Increased premiums for medical and dental insurance benefits; 

- Large increases in NH Retirement System rates for police and fire.  The State of NH still has 

not returned to funding these costs for cities and towns; 

- Expanded roadside mowing and street sweeping; 

- Contracted road grading services, in an effort to avoid purchasing a new grader; 

- Increases in volume, hauling rates, and disposal fees all contribute to higher costs of waste 

disposal. 

Link to Line-Item budget 

Link to NH MS-737 

Link to Default budget 

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/news/wetlandconditionalusepermit_2020-2021.pdf
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/2021_line_item_budget.pdf
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/ms-737_final_with_sigs_01.25.2021_0.pdf
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/default_budget_2021.pdf
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Article #05 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($30,500) 

for costs related to the development of a storm water asset management program, and to authorize the Select 

Board to enter into a loan agreement of up to Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) through the New 

Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) for this 

purpose.  Further, to authorize the Select Board to negotiate such loan and determine the conditions and rate 

of interest thereon; and, further, to raise and appropriate one year interest payment of $500 to come from 

unassigned fund balance.  It is expected that repayment of the loan will include 100% principal forgiveness, 

per agreement with the CWSRF, to eliminate the need for payment of loan principal through tax dollars.  

This is a non-lapsing article per RSA 32:7 III and will not lapse until the completion of the project.  The 

estimated tax impact is $0.00 (3/5 vote required).   

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (10-1-1). 

The Town has been awarded a grant by the NH Dept. of Environmental Services to develop an 

inventory and management program for our stormwater assets.  The grant is structured as a loan, 

and the loan principal will be forgiven once the work is complete. 

Contracted engineers will locate and map culverts, swales, and drainage assets.  Sizes, conditions, 

materials, etc., will be cataloged to improve long-term planning.  This detailed information has not 

been collected and is not available from any other sources.   

Public Works staff will be trained in field data collection, and tools such as tablets will be provided 

to track work and maintain data.  Overall, these tools will help the town reduce flooding impacts 

while improving our management of these valuable assets. 

Link to: Fact Sheet on Asset Management  

Link to:  NH DES Asset Management  and Loan Forgiveness 

Article #06 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,953.00 (Twenty-Five Thousand Nine 

Hundred Fifty Three Dollars) for the purpose of purchasing the necessary fuel, supplies, equipment and 

maintenance to run the ambulance and billing services for 2020; and to authorize the withdrawal of 

$25,953.00 (Twenty Five Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Three Dollars) from the Ambulance and Equipment 

Replacement Special Revenue Fund created for this purpose.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax 

impact is $0.00 per $1,000 of property valuation.   

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

This is a routine warrant article at a similar amount to prior years.   The “Ambulance Fund” 

collects insurance payments and funds all non-payroll costs for ambulance services.   The 

ambulance itself is replaced every 5-6 years using this fund.  The current balance of the fund is 

roughly $309,000. 

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/stormwater_article_5_0.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/asset-management
https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/2020-01/cwsrf-am-guide.pdf
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Article #07 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 (One Hundred Thousand 

Dollars) to be added to the Fire Vehicle /SCBA Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  Majority vote 

required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.126 per $1,000 of property valuation.   

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

This is a routine article and amount.  This fund is used to fund replacement fire trucks and 

breathing apparatus for firefighters.  Using a capital reserve fund spreads the costs of these major 

purchases over many years and saves on borrowing costs.  The next truck purchase is expected in 

about six years.  The current balance of the fund is roughly $108,000. 

Article #08 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,000 (Twenty-Two Thousand Dollars) 

for construction and renovation at the fire station, to create sleeping quarters in the mezzanine area.  This is a 

non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the work is complete or not later than one 

year after the end of fiscal year 2021, whichever occurs earlier. Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax 

impact is $0.028 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

 

 The Fire/Rescue Department has been expanding 

its staff coverage with part-time “per diem” 

firefighter/EMTs for the past few years.  This has 

been in response to fading “volunteer” 

participation, and part of a planned transition 

toward round-the-clock staffing.  The increased 

staffing of the station has reduced call response 

times.  Full-time station coverage will continue the 

improvements in response times, and improve our 

ability to retain employees.  Sleeping quarters will be required for 24-hour coverage, which will be 

constructed and furnished with this appropriation.   The station has usable space in the mezzanine 

for two sleeping units, this is not a building expansion. 

 

Article #09   

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $300,000.00 (Three Hundred 

Thousand Dollars) for highway reconstruction and maintenance on Deerfield Road, McCrillis Road, 

and Priest Road, or other roads in Nottingham if a priority arises.  This is a non-lapsing 

appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the work is complete or not later than one 

year after the end of fiscal year 2021, whichever occurs earlier.  Majority Vote Required.  The 

estimated tax impact is $0.377 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (8-3). 
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This is a routine warrant article, the same amount as two years ago.  This annual appropriation 

was paused last year at the request of the Select Board, in an effort to reduce taxes during the 

pandemic.  It is often used for a single large road reconstruction project, in recent years Ledge 

Farm Rd., Cooper Hill Rd., and Lakeview Dr.  The biggest priority for the town’s asphalt roads at 

this time is to get caught up on major maintenance, mostly paving overlay work on highly travelled 

roads, as identified in the town road paving plan.   

 

Article #10 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 (One Hundred 

Thousand Dollars) to be added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  

Majority vote required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.126 per $1,000 of property valuation.   

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

This is a routine warrant article, in the same amount as prior years.   The Highway Truck Fund is 

used to replace equipment, as seen in Article #11.  The current balance of the fund is approximately 

$210,000. 

Article #11 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $240,000 (Two Hundred and Forty 

Thousand Dollars) for the purpose of purchasing a new dump truck with plow, wing, and sander; and to 

authorize the withdrawal of $240,000 (Two Hundred and Forty Thousand Dollars) from the Highway Truck 

Capital Reserve Fund established for this purpose.  This Article is contingent upon the approval of Article 

#10 above.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.00 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (4-1). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

This appropriation will replace the oldest of four 

dump trucks in the town’s fleet, a 2006 International 

truck with over 227,000 miles.  The truck is frequently 

out of service for maintenance, which is getting more 

costly, given the age and value of the truck.  Due to 

the postponement of town meeting, the replacement 

truck may not be delivered in time for the start of 

2021-22 plowing season.  The Highway Truck Fund 

will not have sufficient funds to purchase this truck 

unless Article #10 above is approved. 

 

Article #12 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars) to be 

added to the previously established Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of performing a 
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statutory revaluation of property every five years.   Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is 

$0.025 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (10-1). 

This is a recurring appropriation, the same amount as prior years.  This Capital Reserve Fund pays 

for five-year revaluations required by state law.  The next revaluation will take place in 2025, and 

this routine article spreads the cost over the five years.   

 

Article #13 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $23,400.00 (Twenty-Three Thousand Four 

Hundred Dollars) for construction and renovation of the kitchen area of the community center.  This sum to 

come from unassigned fund balance.  This is a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse 

until the work is complete or not later than one year after the end of fiscal year 2021, whichever occurs 

earlier. Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.00 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (9-2). 

The kitchen area of the Community Center has long 

been used as a gathering place for community groups 

and a way to include basic food service options for 

events, rentals, and Recreation Department programs.  

These uses have faded over time as the condition of the 

cabinetry, plumbing, and appliances have deteriorated.  

The renovations and updates provided by this 

appropriation will correct those problems, provide new 

flooring and painting, and allow for more flexible use of 

the space. 

The unassigned fund balance is essentially two things – the town’s operating cash, and its savings 

account.  Unspent funds from each year’s budget go to this fund.  The Select Board has proposed 

using funds from fund balance instead of raising tax dollars for Articles #13 and #14.  The amount 

of the fund balance is determined with each year’s audit, and was estimated to be $1.8 million in 

January 2021.  The fund balance increased last year with large cost savings and grant revenues. 

Article #14 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $181,000.00 (One Hundred Eighty-One 

Thousand Dollars) for the purchase of a new front-end loader.  This sum to come from unassigned fund 

balance.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.00 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (4-1). 
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The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

This purchase will replace the town’s 2009 front-end 

loader which has over 10,000 hours of run time.  The 

loader is a front-line work horse year-round, used for 

clearing trees from roads, snow removal at town/school 

facilities, supporting the recycling center and loading 

material at the town pit.   

The current machine is showing signs of fatigue and will 

be replaced to prevent gaps in availability or expensive 

repairs.  

 

Article #15 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Dollars) for the 

purpose of bringing the Town into compliance with State of New Hampshire E-911 Addressing Guidelines.  

Some streets will be re-named and properties renumbered in order to improve emergency response.  Majority 

Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.013 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (9-2). 

The State of NH uses a standardized system of addressing to reduce confusion for emergency personnel when 

responding to calls.  While new development in Nottingham now generally conforms with these standards, 

much of the town does not.  Various streets have similar names or no names, street numbers are out of order, 

and there are areas without addresses for future growth. 

Correcting these problems will reduce the likelihood of delays in emergency response, particularly mutual 

aid services from other towns.  It may also help with delivery issues from private firms who depend on state 

maps to locate homes. Correcting the problems in the future will be even more difficult with additional 

growth.  Funds appropriated will be used for coordination of the effort, updating town records, and possibly 

for signage.   It will be an inconvenience for many residents to change to a new street name or street number, 

and the Select Board is placing this decision in the hands of Town Meeting voters. 

Link to: Report of Nottingham Addressing Problems, 2019 

Link to: Report of Nottingham Addressing Problems, 2007 

Link to:  NH Addressing Standards 

 

Article #16 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,000 (Thirteen Thousand 

Dollars) for the purpose of repairing and repaving roadways within the South Side cemetery.  

Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.017 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (11-0). 

https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/nottingham_e911_review_-_2019.pdf
https://www.nottingham-nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3611/f/uploads/nottingham_nonstandard_addressing_2007.pdf
https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/emergservices/nh911/documents/addressingstandards.pdf
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This appropriation will provide for new paving at the 

South Side Cemetery, where the entrance has 

deteriorated.  This is the highest priority identified by 

the Cemetery Trustees in the Capital Improvement 

Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Article #17 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 (Five Thousand Dollars) to be 

added to the Tri-Centennial Expendable Trust Fund previously established.  Majority Vote Required.  The 

estimated tax impact is $0.006 per $1,000 of property valuation.   

 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (6-5). 

This is a routine appropriation, the same amount as prior years.   Next year, 2022, is the Tri-

Centennial, and a volunteer committee of townspeople has been planning activities, events, and 

raising funds for the year’s celebration.  The current balance of the fund is approximately $41,000. 

 

Article #18 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Dollars) to be 

added to the Invasive Species Prevention and Eradication Removal Expendable Trust Fund previously 

established.  Majority Vote Required.  The estimated tax impact is $0.013 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The Select Board recommends this appropriation (5-0). 

The Budget Committee recommends this appropriation (10-1). 

This is a routine appropriation, the same amount as prior years. The Select Board has used some of the 

funds each year to support the invasive species monitoring program at Pawtuckaway boat launches, and 

saved some for future eradication efforts if necessary.  The current balance of the fund is approximately 

$31,000. 

Article #19:  To see if the Town will vote to accept Barderry Lane, Beach Head Road, Brustle 

Road, Cahill Lane, Cove Road, Dolloff Dam Road, Indian Run, Jampsa Trail, Lamprey Drive, 

Meindl Road, Meindl Road East, Sach’s Road, Seaman’s Point Road, Shore Drive, South Road (end 

of Mooers), Tuckaway Shores Road, and White’s Grove Road in the Town of Nottingham as town 

roads.  The Town has been maintaining these roads for decades.  With this acceptance, these roads 

will be transferred to the Town of Nottingham, NH as Class V roads as is.  Majority Vote Required.  

By citizen petition. 

 

https://pawtuckawaylake.com/programs/lake-hosts-preventing-invasive-species/
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Article #20:  To see if the Town will vote to rescind the Minimum Design Standards for Town 

Roads that the Nottingham Select Board put into place on December 7, 2020. Majority Vote 

Required.  By citizen petition. 

 

Article #21:  To see if the town of Nottingham will vote to urge that the New Hampshire General 

Court, which is obligated to redraw the maps of political districts within the state following the 

federal census, will ensure fair and effective representation of New Hampshire voters without 

gerrymandering. 

Additionally, to ask the town of Nottingham to urge the NH General Court to carry out the 

redistricting in a fair and transparent way through public meetings, not to favor a particular political 

party, to include communities of interest, and to minimize multi-seat districts. 

Furthermore, as the New Hampshire State Constitution, Part 2, Article 11 allows towns of sufficient 

population to have their own state representatives, not shared with other towns, for the town of 

Nottingham to petition the NH General Court for its own exclusive seat in the NH House of 

Representatives if it does not already have it, ensuring that State Representatives property represent 

the town’s interest. 

The record of the vote approving this article shall be transmitted by written notice from the 

selectmen to the state legislators for Nottingham informing them of the demands from their 

constituents within 30 days of the vote.  By Citizen Petition.   

 

Article #22: To transact any other business, which may legally come before this meeting. 

 

The following persons will appear on the ballot for the June 8, 2021 Town Election:             

                                                    
Budget Committee (1 for 1 years)    
Robert Kelly 
Jonathan M. Sebasco 
Budget Committee (2 for 3 years)   
Michelle King 
Jeffrey Morrison 
James Stevens                                             
Cemetery Trustee (1 for 3 years)  
Catherine Bershtein     
Library Trustee (1 for 3 years)        
Catherine Bershtein 
Allison Friend-
Gray                                                         
Library Trustee (1 for 1 years)          
M. Kate Knight-Dupuis 

Planning Board (2 for 3 years)        
Susan P. Mooney 
Planning Board (1 for 2 Years)         
Gary Anderson    
Board of Selectmen (2 for 3 years)  
Tiler Eaton 
Eugene T. Reed 
Ben Bartlett                                             
Town Clerk (1 for 3 years)                
Lori Anderson 
Trustee of the Trust Funds (1 for 3 years) 
James Phelps 
Zoning Board (2 for 3 years)             
Teresa L. Bascom 
Romeo Danais
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